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In mid-January 2020, I was featured in the Washington Post in the business section. A half 
page spread (above the fold), for a small business this was huge. For days on end, I was 
inundated with enquiries, but not complaining. By the end of February, I had twenty-nine 
cases and fifteen court dates on my calendar, plus, numerous commands from other 
directives. My company was off to a good first quarter. 
Then March rolled around, and this virus surreptitiously seeped into our lives which 
brought an onset of chaos. My overcrowded diary dissipated into postponements and 
cancellations. 
COVID-19 was relentless.  It savaged our communities changing our lives forever, stealing 
our loved ones, leaving us heart broken.  Steering us into social distancing and involuntary 
isolation. 
Our lives were suspended for weeks as careless governments scrambled to control this 
unpredictable intruder. 
Many of us including myself panicked unsure of what the future held. The shut down and 
stay at home rule “Tan ah yuh yard” (the Jamaican version) fell into place quickly and this 
became our new normal. No touching, no hugging, wearing masks and looking at empty 
parking lots of my favorite restaurants and stores.  With no markers to separate one day 
from the other all my days rolled into one. 
While my heart was swollen with so much sorrow, to soothe it, I began to swim more, sing 
more (I love 80’s R & B) pray harder and experimented on new Indian recipes, for my 
beloved supper club members.  I complained about nothing.  I was doing my lockdown in 
Jamaica. The borders were closed and the numbers of sick and dead were extremely low. 
To survive and hold on to my sanity I stopped watching the overwhelming contradictory 
broadcasts spewing out the increasing death toll and relied on what I knew best.  The 
power of prayer. 
“In times of crisis we must rely on the Most High and let our faith be louder than our fear.” 
Became my new mantra. 
As the chaos continued, the air seemed clearer, the birds sang louder, I slept sounder and 
with an empty calendar before me I was less distracted and returned to the pages of my 
incomplete manuscript. 
Before the pandemic, every year began with another promise to myself that I would finish 
this book.  As I approached year seven, I could not see the light at the end of the tunnel 
with the demands of my workload. 
But in March in all the uncertainty I was certain I now had time on my hands to complete 
this book.  There was nowhere to go. No gathering of friends for dinner or drinks.  No 
entertaining or supper clubs So, I kept my head down. 
 
(continued on page 4) 

 

Our Brave New World -THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC  
(an excerpt from my new book, Whose signature is it Anyway? – The complexities of Caribbean Fraud) 
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2022 Information 
(Jan1, 2022 through Dec 31, 2022) 
 

Application Fee $25.00 
 

Dues $100.00 Individual 
(Annual – Prorated) 
 

Lab $100.00 First Individual 
$50.00 Additional Individuals 
 

 
FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 
 
Robert Farr
handwriting.robertfarr@gmail.com
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The International Association of 
Document Examiners (IADE) was 
incorporated on January 7, 2015, 
in Maryland.  
 
Kathie Koppenhaver is the 
resident agent of the organization. 
Kathy Carlson is the President, 
Beverley East is Vice President, 
Beth Chrisman is Secretary, and 
William Smith is Treasurer. 

 

IT’S ALMOST HERE! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EIGHTH ANNUAL 

INTERACTIVE SEMINAR AND WORKSHOP 

WEBINAR - 2022 
October 10, 11 & 12 

 
To register, click here:   REGISTER 

Or 
Copy & paste this to your browser: 

https://www.iade.us/iade-seminars/2022-webinar.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each day will be a 4-hour session with a 30-minute break during the 
third hour. 

 
Hello and Discussion Chat rooms. Each day will feature two 
chat rooms that are open to all at 11:15 EDT - one for just 

saying hello and chatting and the other room have a 
discussion on the topic of the day. 

 
“We have some amazing presentations coming your way!!!” 

~ Beth Chrisman, Seminar Head Chair 
 

Sign up today! 
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BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Kathy Carlson 
President 
 
Beverley East 
Vice President 
 
Beth Chrisman 
Secretary 
 
William Smith 
Treasurer 
 
Jeff Chadney 
By-Laws 
 
Beth Chrisman 
Certification 
 
Kathie Koppenhaver 
Ethics 
 
Kathie Koppenhaver 
Journal 
 
Monique Rosser 
Newsletter 
 
Brenda Petty 
Proficiency Test 
 
Robert Farr 
Membership & Renewals 
 
Bill Smith 
Webmaster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                              An important message 
 

“It is that time of year again...fall!  At least in Oklahoma, we will only be in the high 80's today.  It is 
starting to cool off.  It is also another time of year...the 2023 proficiency test!  I know that some have 
retired this past year and others may be planning to retire.  If I have you on the list and you would like to 

be removed, let me know.  If you want to still participate, I will be glad to 
keep you on the list. 
 
There are two parts again this year.  Part A will be the state name of Virginia 
and will follow the same process as last year.  Part B will be a Q1 writing to     
compare to a K1, K2, K3, K4, and K5 and render opinion on who authored.  I  
have attached the answer sheet and the test (check for email from Brenda Petty on 
September 26). 
 
If you saved your test from last year, it should have your member number.  If 
you are new, please contact me so I can assign a number to you.  If you 

don't know your number, please contact me. If you joined in 2022, chances are you will need to take the 
test for renewal of membership for 2023.  The test will need to be returned by January 15, 2023.  This will 
give everyone plenty of time to work on completing. 
 
The conference is coming up soon.  This is a great time of year for participation from members. 
 
        Respectfully, 

        Brenda Petty  ”                   
 

   
 

The test was sent via email on September 26. 
 

If you did not receive the test, if you would like to be removed from the list or if you need your 
member number – you may contact Brenda at:      petty_b@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LAST ISSUE’S ANSWER: 
What presented the first problem of authenticating electrically-transmitted 
messages?   
The Telegraph. In 1867 the court found that telegraphed signatures met the legal 
requirements for written signatures under the Statute of Frauds.  Trevor v Wood 36 N.Y. 
307. 
 
 
THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION: 
What was the primary writing authentication mechanism invented by the 
Sumerians and used until recent times? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brenda Petty, CQDE Diplomate 
I.A.D.E. Proficiency Test Chair 
 

To join, click the link below 
or copy & paste it to your 
browser. Once you join you 
will be able to invite other 
IADE members. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4960906
200608916 

Answer will be in the next issue. 
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(continued from page 1) 
 
My daily mile swim gave me clarity in some chapters that I was stuck on.  COVID-19 for me 
although distressing for most kept me focused.  Apart from prayer, this project was my 
silver lining. 
In all the quiet curfew hours and undistracted time, I could edit chapters, add new concepts, 
search my archives for images that explained old theories and add cases that were closed. 
Even reach out to other professionals who would also be scrambling for time.  But now, I 
could find them, hold a casual conversation, ask questions, and caress a favor.  Finally, my 
manuscript was given the undivided attention it deserved. 
In previous years I was always snatching time with early 5 a.m. starts for 2 ½ hours before 
the heat of the day began and the early calls from the London office filtered in. 
During the time of 9-11 the other big crisis in my life.  I curled up in a ball for four days 
reading a book.  It seems to be my pattern to bury my head in the sand like an ostrich when 
overwhelmed.  This too shall pass – I kept telling myself and others. 
My optimism and faith constantly guided me that there would be a new normal in the 
months ahead and my book must be ready when life returns to - whatever the new normal 
will be. 
At some point there will be cases in other reference books that will mention great COVID-
19 fraud cases.  To date I have none to share, but they are coming because scammers do 
not sleep because of a global pandemic.  They are plotting and planning how to steal.  
Companies will be more vulnerable than ever before with the new remote workplace. 
Scammers have the information they need or will find the loopholes to defraud their 
employers.  Whatever a company’s Standard Operating Procedure was, it will have to be 
reviewed, revised, and restructured.   Supervisors: line managers will have to be more 
diligent than ever before.    To be Forearmed is to be forewarned!! 
During the pandemic, I worked at a steady pace on the cases that still surface weekly.  Not 
a heavy workload as before but enough work to keep my company afloat.  For every 
examiner out there discouraged because they have less or no work - It is coming.  People 
have been very distracted, worried about their future and before the pandemic wills, land 
transfers, insurance documents and checks were already under question.  During this 
pandemic it is unfortunate that thousands of lives have been lost, but I can guarantee that 
these sudden deaths will create an opportunity for some insensitive family member to 
distort the records. Be mindful of your vulnerable seniors.  Be mindful of your dormant 
accounts.  Be mindful of your estate planning.  Because in some families someone is looking 
for an easy fruitful out. 
At the time of writing the death toll in the US is over 400,000.   There is not enough 
gratitude that can be said or given to our heroes and sheroes on the front line who 
continue to keep us safe and save so many lives. 
My deepest heartfelt thank you to hospital staff, doctors, and nurses around the globe and 
all the delivery and essential workers. These invisible people became our calvary. The new 
examiners coming forward may you never experience this period again, in the history of 
your lifetime.    I sometimes believe being still and following protocol is the best way 
forward to rid this virus. If you are feeling overwhelmed, lonely, financially strapped – better 
is coming. 
As the great Bob Marley said: 
“You don’t know how strong you are until being strong is your only choice.” 
I am also grateful that to date I have lost no one from this cruel virus.   Neither have I been 
sick from the virus.  It is difficult to comprehend the number of lives lost in ‘peace time’   
for 
those saddened hearts around the globe my deepest condolences. 
In the middle of this global pandemic – on May 25th pandemonium erupted like a volcano 
with the unforgiveable merciless murder of George Floyd.  Over what?  A $20 bill that 
a shopkeeper believed was a counterfeit!!   My heart already hosting so much sadness was 
now bursting with rage.   I rushed a text to my son “Please do not protest publicly” I am 
grateful I have a son that still listens to me. 
 
 
(continued on Page 5) 
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(continued from Page 4) 
 
 
 
COVID-19 was no longer center stage in our lives. Social distancing was no longer 
relevant.   Masked peaceful protestors stood in solidarity with locked arms for human 
justice.  I cannot Breathe!!  I could not close this historic time in my life without a mention 
of this senseless murder. Like so many others and as a fretful mother of a young Black man 
this seared deep in my heart.  I was pregnant with my son when the brutal beating of 
Rodney King emerged on our screens.  That was 29 years ago. Nothing has changed. 
 
On September 21st, 2022, for the first time since the pandemic , I returned in person to a 
DC 
courtroom. I was before my 50th judge when two other experts had been dismissed as 
incompetent.  I could see my client sitting in her orange jumpsuit, it was all so surreal. 
already sent to Federal prison before the trial for Tax fraud. The next day I was back on 
zoom testifying in another country and Friday yet another zoom deposition in New York. 
Covid increased my technical knowledge tremendously,  My Covid days helped me to 
complete my book plus I participated in an FBI Identification study working on one hundred 
cases in a 2-month period. 
Although I had been working remotely from three offices in three countries for decades, 
Zoom became a life saver, as I no longer need  to travel as much as I did before. 
I have been sought out wide and far for training and speaking opportunities by zoom. 
We are hopefully at the back end of the pandemic, but the last two years has bought me so 
much work we are turning away some cases.  The cases now seem much more complex 
with 
so many moving parts.  As I approach the last quarter of the year, I plan to launch my book 
where this excerpt will be found. 
 
In the meantime, I wish you all continued good health and that your workspace continues to 
grow and be as productive as mine. 
 
Be well, stay safe and know that better days are ahead 
Onwards and Upwards. 
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TREVOR V. WOOD 36 N.Y. 307 
 
JOHN B. TREVOR, JR., and JAMES B. COLGATE, Appellants v . JOHN WOOD… 

Court: Court of Appeals of the State of New York 

Date published: Mar 1, 1867 

OPINION 

March Term, 1867  

George Thompson, for the appellant. 

W.Z. Larnee, for the respondent. 

 
 

SCRUGHAM, J. 

The offer of the respondents was made on the 31st of January, and they did not attempt to revoke it 
until the 3d of February. The offer was accepted by the appellants before, but the respondents did not 
obtain knowledge of the acceptance until after this attempted revocation. The principal question, 
therefore, which arises in the case, is whether a contract was created by this acceptance before 
knowledge of it reached the respondents. 

The case of Mactier v. Frith, in the late Court of Errors (6 Wend., 103), settles this precise question, 
and was so regarded by this court in Vassar v. Camp (1 Kern., 432), where it is said that the principle 
established in the case of Mactier v. Frith was that it was only necessary "that there should be a 
concurrence of the minds of the parties upon a distinct proposition manifested by an overt act; and that 
the sending of a letter announcing a consent to the proposal was a sufficient manifestation and 
consummated the contract from the time it was sent." 

There is nothing in either the case of Mactier v. Frith nor in that of Vassar v. Camp, indicating that this 
effect is given to the sending of a letter, because it is sent by mail through the public post-office, and in 
fact the letter referred to in the first case could not have been so sent, for it was to go from the city of 
New York to Jacmel, in the island of St. Domingo, between which places there was at that time no 
communication by mail. 

The sending of a letter accepting the proposition is regarded as an acceptance, because it is an overt act 
clearly manifesting the intention of the party sending it to close with the offer of him to whom it is sent, 
and thus marking that " aggregatis mentium" which is necessary to constitute a contract. 

Mr. Justice MARCY in delivering the leading opinion in Mactier v. Frith, says: "What shall constitute 
an acceptance  will depend in a great measure upon circumstances. The mere determination of the mind 
unacted on can never be an acceptance. Where the offer is by letter the usual mode of acceptance is by 
the sending of a letter announcing a consent to accept; where it is made by a messenger a determination 
to accept returned through him or sent by another would seem to be all the law requires if the contract 
may be consummated without writing. There are other modes which are equally conclusive upon the 
parties; keeping silence under certain circumstances is an assent to a proposition; anything that shall 
amount to a manifestation of a formed determination to accept, communicated or put in the proper way 
to be communicated to the party making the offer, would doubtless complete the contract." 

 

(continued on Page 7) 
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(continued from Page 6) 
 

It was agreed between these parties that their business should be transacted through the medium of the 
telegraph. The object of this agreement was to substitute the telegraph for other methods of 
communication, and to give to their transactions by it the same force and validity they would derive if 
they had been performed through other agencies. In accordance with this agreement the offer was made 
by telegraph to the appellants in New York, and the acceptance addressed to the respondents in New 
Orleans, and immediately dispatched from New York by order of the appellants. It cannot, therefore, be 
said that the appellants did not put their acceptance in a proper way to be communicated to the 
respondents, for they adopted the method of communication which had been used in the transaction by 
the respondents, and which had been selected by prior agreement between them as that by means of 
which their business should be transacted. 

Under these circumstances the sending of the dispatch must be regarded as an acceptance of the 
respondents' offer and thereupon the contract became complete. 

I cannot conceive upon what principle an agreement to communicate by telegraph can be held to be in 
effect a warranty by each party that his communication to the other shall be received. On the contrary, 
by agreeing before hand  to adopt that means of communication the parties mutually assume its hazards, 
which are principally as to the prompt receipt of the dispatches. 

The referee finds as a fact that the respondents answered the telegram of the appellants asking at what 
price they would sell 100,000 Mexican dollars by another telegram as follows, viz.: 

"TREVOR COLGATE, New York. 

"Will deliver fifty thousand at seven and one-quarter per Moses Taylor. Answer. 

"JOHN WOOD CO." 

It was proved on the trial that this telegram was sent by the respondents, and a letter of the same date, 
signed by them, repeating the telegram and stating that they had sent it, was read in evidence. 

This affords sufficient evidence of subscription by the respondents to take the case out of the statute of 
frauds. 

The judgment should be reversed. 

All the judges concurring, except BOCKES and GROVER, JJ., who concurred only in the result. 

Judgment reversed.  
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MONIQUE ROSSER, Editor 

Cell: 702-860-5031 
 

If you would like to submit an article for the newsletter,  
please send it to: 

 
monique@amtpolitics.com 

 
Deadline for next issue: 

 
December 15, 2022

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you, Beverley East for contributing the excerpt from your new book!  
 
Thank you, Beth Chrisman for all your hard work putting together this year’s Webinar! 
 
Thank you, Brenda Petty for taking on the task of creating the Proficiency Test! 
 
All these contributions require a lot of time and effort, and we appreciate your commitment! 
 
 

Thank You! 

 

 

 As most of you know our founder, Kathie Koppenhaver has faced some unfortunate challenges with her health over the past several 
months. We know she is very strong and brave, and we wish her a speedy and full recovery in the days ahead. So many positive thoughts, 
prayers and warm wishes are with you, Kathie!  

 

 

 

     "There is no medicine like hope, no incentive so great, and no tonic so powerful as 
expectation of something tomorrow." —Orison Swett Marden 

 


