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Accepting the Challenge 

 
 

I am Kathy Carlson CFFDE, CQDE. I began 
my journey in April 2009, where I studied 
Forensic Document Examination for 2 years, 
with many different mentors. I started 
working on my own cases in mid-2010. I 
have been to many seminars in the field that 
were hosted by NADE (National Association 
of Document Examiners), AFDE 

(Association of Document Examiners, SAFE (Scientific Association of Forensic 
Examiners) and last, but certainly not least IADE (International Association of 
Document Examiners), where I feel most at home. I have handled over 500 cases, 
peer reviewed many, and handled over 10,000 documents.  
I was asked to sit as Vice President and CE (Continued Education) chair in 2015 for 
IADE, which I gladly accepted. Fast forward to 2021, where I was nominated for 
President for IADE. Again, I gladly accepted the challenge. I have done my very best 
to serve and thank you all for the opportunity to help in any way I could.  
Kathie Koppenhaver, who has done a spectacular job of forming this organization 
and being our president for the past 6 years. I cannot give enough gratitude to Kathie 
Koppenhaver for stepping up to this challenge. I know I have some pretty big shoes 
to fill. We have a wonderful group of people sharing this load, if it were not for all 
our volunteers filling Board of Directors, and chairpersons’ positions, we would not 
be the great organization we all share in.  
As the positions have been filled for now, we are always looking for volunteers for 
speakers at our conferences, CE classes and articles for our newsletter and yearly 
journal. When we work together, we all make things better.  
As you can see from our membership list, and from our fantastic Webinar this year, 
we are an International Association. We enjoyed the company of members from 
Africa, Greece, Taiwan, and Jamaica this year. It was a great webinar, the largest in 
attendance thus far with 44 in attendance. We were and still are very excited as our 
organization continues to grow.  
Thank you again for allowing me to serve as President of IADE for the next three 
years at least. Please feel free to contact me with any ideas or suggestions, and 
certainly with any concerns you may have.  
 
Sincerely,  
Kathy Carlson CFDE, CQDE 
IADE President 
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HIGH TECH SOLUTIONS               
 

TRADE TOOLS FOR TRAVEL 
By Monique Rosser 

 
            I can’t remember the last time I was able to travel without still 
having to work from wherever I was. It’s just something I have come to 
accept – at least, for now. Although I have been traveling my entire life, 
I’m still trying to improve my packing strategy. But as soon as I start 
patting myself on the back for eliminating most of the “just in case” 
items – which would take up about half the suitcase – I find myself 
filling that newly freed space with more shoes – just in case. Something 
else I’ve come to accept – I need what I need. These days I need to be 
able to work effectively and efficiently from just about anywhere, so I’ve 
done some research to find some tools to help me do my job with 
confidence and without taking up too much space. 
     The Huion LB4 Lightbox with dual modes power supply – usb and 
lithium battery – holds a charge for about three and a half hours fully 
charged. It’s super thin, A4 size and weighs less than two lbs. With 
stepless, adjustable brightness it has gradual three level light changing 
with touch sensibility. I found this on Amazon for just under $60. 
      Also sold on Amazon and by several different brands is a Portable 
Digital Magnifier Electronic Reading Aid with a 5.0-inch display. This 
will run for over four hours when fully charged, and it comes with an AV 
output cable to connect to a TV if you really want a BIG picture. 
      If you can splurge a little, I think this is well worth the investment – 
The Vividia FM-130 Mini LCD Portable Forensic Document 
Examination Magnifier. 
It has a rechargeable battery, 3" LCD screen display, seven light sources, 
5MP CMOS camera, 4G internal memory, and it can also be connected 
to a TV monitor through a HDMI cable. This was not available on 
Amazon, but I did find it on sale for $389 at OasisScientific.com. 
      Whether you will be traveling or staying home over the next few 
months, I wish you all the best – the best of food, family and friends; 
holidays if you celebrate them, great days anyway if you don’t; health, 
happiness and peace of mind; and divine guidance as you search for the 
truth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling All Writers 
If you would like to submit an article for the newsletter, please send it to: 

monique@amtpolitics.com 
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INTRODUCTION TO HANDWRITING EXAMINATION AND 
IDENTIFICATION 
By Russell R. Bradford and Ralph B. 
Bradford. 
 
 
Reviewed by Katherine Koppenhaver  
 
 This 1992 release is an excellent 
resource book for all document examiners.  
The book which is divided into 12 chapters offers a good foundation in 
handwriting identification, being particularly strong in areas not normally 
covered by other DE books.  The authors' familiarity with the prominent 
authors and DE books on the market enabled them to provide 
complimentary information.   
 The first chapter covers the history of document examination and 
describes well-known DE's and world-famous cases.  Their introduction to 
document examination covers equipment needed, credentials, and a 
reference library.  Their book is rich with illustrations and gives examples 
of many cases. 
 Ralph Bradford wrote the book, but so much of the material came 
from his father that he included his name as author.  His father had intended 
to write a book but died before he could do so.   
 Chapter 3 covers the "Bradford System" which is A Simplified 
Method of Classifying and Filing; Searching and Identifying "Check 
Writers" of Non-Sufficient Checks, No Account Checks, and Forged 
Fictitious Checks.  While we do not deal in the volume of checks found in 
police work, their method of organization is excellent.  They also include a 
method of organizing check protectors and illustrates many of the check 
protectors on the market. 
 Many of the alphabets used in the US are illustrated in the chapter 
on Parts of Letters.  Each letter from the major penmanship systems is 
compared.  Terminology is included to help you describe the letter forms.   
             The Bradford elements of comparison comprise a systematic 
method of examining handwriting.  They list 20 elements to compare: 
alignment, angles, arrangement, connecting strokes, curves, form, line 
quality, movement, pen lifts, pick-up strokes, proportion, retrace, skill, 
slant, spacing, spelling, straight lines, system, terminal strokes and 
trademarks. 
 
Continued on page 4 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
2022 Information 

(Jan1, 2022 through Dec 31, 2022) 
 

Application Fee $25.00 
 

Dues $100.00 Individual 
(Annual – Prorated) 

 

Lab $100.00 First Individual 
$50.00 Additional Individuals 

 

 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

 
Nannette Barto 

Cell: +1 (916) 225-3016 
eyefortheobvious@yahoo.com 

or 
Robert Farr

handwriting.robertfarr@gmail.com
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The International Association of 
Document Examiners (IADE) was 
incorporated on January 7, 2015 in 
Maryland. Kathie Koppenhaver is 
the resident agent of the 
organization. Kathy Carlson is the 
President, Beth Chrisman is 
Secretary, and William Smith is 
Treasurer. 
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Continued from ‘The Book Shelf’, page 3 
 
The Bradfords list three facts about handwriting.  Fact No. 1 is "No two 
persons write exactly alike" (and no one person writes exactly the same 
twice.)  Their next fact states that the characteristics of the mature hand will 
remain basically the same until death.  This is based on the theory that a 
person has only one mind that learned to write, and that mind will retain the 
characteristics and attempt to write in the style it has learned.  This theory 
indicates that the mind, not the hand does the writing.  The third fact asserts 
that identification of handwriting is made by identifying characteristics.  
These facts are based on Osborn's principles of handwriting identification. 
Five types of handwriting are identified.  They are:  
  1) Unconsciously Written Handwriting,  
  2) Consciously Written Normal Writing,  
  3) Consciously Disguised Handwriting,  
  4) Copied Handwriting and  
  5) Traced Handwriting of Another Person. 
 Hand printing, numbers and typewriters and check protectors are 
covered in Bradford’s book.  The story of Alger Hiss is included in the 
section on typewriters.   
 Even the chapter on fingerprints is useful.  As Document 
Examiners we should understand how fingerprints are left on documents, 
how to protect them and how to protect the documents.  
 My only complaint with the authors is the fact that they only 
recognize three national associations for document examiners, AAFS, 
ASQDE and IAI.  Members of these groups are primarily government 
examiners.  There are other suitable organizations for private document 
examiners such as IAQDE, AFDE, NADE and WADE.  This book was 
published by Nelson Hall publishers who are no longer in business. 
 
 

Thanks to Brenda Anderson in Oregon for setting up and 
managing our new Facebook page, FDE COLLECTIVE! This group 
page is private, so it is only available to IADE members. It’s also 
optional, so nobody is required to join.  

This platform is a great way to share information if you have 
questions, need opinions, advice, or recommendations related to the field 
of Forensic Document Examination. 
 To get the most out of this opportunity so that It’s beneficial to all 
who join, it’s important that we keep our page professional. As much as 
we all would love to see your grandson’s seventh grade choir 
performance videos or your new kitten’s fascination with dripping 
faucets, please keep those on your personal Facebook pages. 
 Once again, there is no obligation to join, and if you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact Brenda Anderson at:
 handwritingdetective@gmail.com  
To join, click the link below or copy & paste it to your browser. Once 
you join you will be able to invite other IADE members. 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/4960906200608916 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kathy Carlson Zoom class on 
December 16 will give 
information regarding the 
proficiency test.  Please plan to 
attend so any questions or 
comments can be heard as we seek 
to make the next test better.  The 
link for the class will be sent out 
closer to the date.  Of course, if 
you have any comments now, 
please feel free to email 
questions/comments to Brenda 
Petty, and those can also be added 
to the information given in the 
December 16 zoom class. 
Brenda’s email address is:  
pettyb@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 

 
LAST MONTH’S ANSWER: 

 
The longest word that you can 

type with only the left hand on a 
standard keyboard is 

"stewardesses." 
 
 

THIS MONTH’S QUESTION . . . 
 

How can you detect indented 
writing? 

 Answer will be in the next issue. 
 

If you would like to submit 
an answer, contact the 

editor. 
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                                                                     By Brenda Petty 
      As Forensic Document Examiners, we review documents and the writing on documents on an 
almost daily continuum.  Even if we are not working on a particular case, any document that comes 
into our hands is reviewed out of habit as we look through it.  The words analyze, compare, and 
evaluate are not just known by the acronym of ACE, these words are specifically laid out in 
SWGDOC.org Standard for Examination of Handwritten Items in 7.12.4 Analyze, compare, and 
evaluate the individualizing characteristics and other potentially significant features present in the 
comparable portions of the bodies of writing. 
     In courts across the world, forensic document examiners are called upon to give evidence of their 
examinations.  This article will represent important parts to understand in examining documents and 
rendering opinions related to the documents. 
     Definitions and information from Merriam Webster Dictionary: 
Hypothetical:  involving or being based on a suggested idea or theory.  
Synonyms:  academic, academical, conjectural, speculative, suppositional, theoretical. 
Antonyms:  actual, factual, real. 
Hypothesis:   
     1a: an assumption or concession made for the sake of argument.  
     1b: an interpretation of a practical situation or condition taken as the      ground for action.  
     2: a tentative assumption made to draw out and test its logical or empirical consequences.  
     3: the antecedent clause of a conditional statement.  
Synonyms:  proposition, supposition, theory, thesis. 
Synonyms from www.wordhippo.com:  research cycle, scientific methodology, methodology of 
science, scientific analysis, scientific investigation, scientific procedure, scientific research, systematic 
investigation. 
     The above definitions and synonyms give a clearer understanding of expectations that must be met 
for the forensic document examiner to conduct examinations and render opinions.   
     When the forensic document examiner receives documents to examine, there is usually a short list 
of primary hypotheses:  are the documents genuine and/or are the signature(s) on the documents 
genuine.  To reach the result, it requires scientific instruments as well as a scientific method with a 
systematic approach to finding the answer. always told me, “This is the greatest job ever because all 
you have to do is tell the truth.” 
      However, there is a trick that is often employed by the one who cross-examines the forensic 
document examiner.  They often ask a question that starts, “But, what if…” and continue with an 
imaginary story and how that story might have affected the examination.  The one being questioned 
must always remember that we were not given just ‘any old story’ when we received the documents 
and started the exam.  We were given a specific request regarding specific documents and/or 
signatures.  This is not a hypothetical situation.  This is the antonym of hypothetical:  the request was 
actual, factual, and real.  We are not dealing with a hypothetical situation but a situation that involves a 
hypothesis and the employment of scientific tools as well as a scientific method of examining the facts 
that are in evidence.  If we succumb to the cross-examiner’s ‘story’ and we presume to examine so 
called facts not in evidence, then we shoot ourselves in the foot while we sit on the stand under oath to 
tell the truth.  Don’t let the cross-examiner get you crossed up on what you were requested to do and 
the documents you were given. 
Continued on page 6 
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Continued from ‘Hypothesis’, page 5 
 
Most cases a forensic document examiner receive never go to court.  However, the best way to gain 
court experience is to be in the ‘hot seat’.  Moot court processes at seminars help train, but ultimately, 
we become better in testimony as we gain experience testifying.  We become better document 
examiners the more documents we examine.  We become better at the investigative process and 
examination process the more we systematically approach our work with a working hypothesis, using 
scientific tools, and a scientific method that has been subjective to a devil’s advocate approach to 
consider different aspects and then finally render an opinion as accurately as possible.  Every opinion 
in every case must be rendered from an aspect of sitting in the ‘hot seat’ having sworn to tell the truth 
even though we may not find ourselves sitting in the ‘hot seat’.  Proving our opinion is correct and 
being our own cross-examiner or devil’s advocate before we ever go to court is one of the best ways to 
be prepared.  Be hard and tough on yourself.   

 
As forensic document examiners we are given principles to follow.  To me, good principles represent a 
boundary of protection not only as a document examiner but in my personal life.  I like the protection 
they offer.  One of those handwriting principles is that a person cannot write exactly the same each 
time they write.  People have natural variation when they write.  On a recent case, the questioned 
document’s writing was so close to the known comparison document.  It was undoubtedly the best 
trace job I had examined.  There were not just a few traces, the document had been completely altered 
by trace and by free-handed simulation.  As I went through each set of initials, signatures and dates, 
there was one set of initials that even a lay person could identify the mistake.  I copy/paste below: 
 

 
I know that it is simple for the experienced document examiner to see the shakiness in the lines, the 
blobs and things that are just ‘off’ when the first set of initials is compared to the second set.  It takes a 
little more observation but notice that the ‘S’ was formed with two (2) ovals and is not a figure 8 
formation.  I must admire the ‘crook’s ability’.  Wow!!!           

 
Macrography is part of every systematic examination.  In simple understandable language the word 
macrography means examining with the unaided eye.  It just sounds so much more ‘trained’ and 
‘educated’ to say macrography.  The next time you read a report that uses the word, just know they 
examined with the natural eye.  The next time you are in the hot seat and are cross-examined and asked 
if you examined it with your ‘Eye-ball’ as an attempt to make you look like you don’t know what you 
are doing, simply say, “Yes, absolutely, it is part of every thorough examination.”  As in the example 
of writing above, the eyeball is all that is needed to catch the forger in action. 

 
We are learning more about our part as forensic document examiners with every case we receive.  We 
can appreciate the scientific method and systematic approach we use in a beginning hypothesis and 
ending with an opinion that can be proven by prepared exhibits.  We can remain unmoved when a 
hypothetical is presented to us knowing that we went through all the steps necessary to complete a 
thorough examination. 

 
I end with the words of a very wise sage:  Observe people who are good at their work—skilled 
workers are always in demand and admired; they don’t take a backseat to anyone.      
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MONIQUE ROSSER, Editor 
Cell: 702-860-5031 

 
If you would like to submit an article for the 

newsletter, please send it to: 
 

monique@amtpolitics.com 
 

Deadline for next issue: 
 

February 15, 2022
 

 
 
 

Thank You! 

Thank you to Brenda Petty and Eileen 
Page for contributing these terrific 
articles!  
 
Thank you, Kathie and Kathy for your 
guidance and for allowing me to be of 
service. It’s an honor and a privilege. 

More information coming soon! 

See you in 2022! 


